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Landfill 101: Methane Mass Balance

CH4
recovered

CH4 generated = Σ (CH4 recovered + CH4 emitted + CH4 oxidized) 

CH4
emitted

gas
well

CO2

CH4
generated 

in anaerobic 
zone



Modified from: Fig. 1 in: J. Mønster, P. Kjeldsen and C. Scheutz, Methodologies for measuring fugitive methane emissions from landfills – A review, Waste 
Management, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wasman.2018.12.047
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